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MONTANA SIGN WEAVERS TO REPRESENT STATE AT 
NATIONAL EVENT AT KENNEDY CENTER
MISSOULA--
The Montana Sign Weavers will represent the state at the national Very 
Special Arts Festival in Washington, D.C., May 23-26. The festival celebrates 
the 10th anniversary of the National Committee, Arts for the Handicapped, an 
educational affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.
Barbara Blomgren, teacher of the hearing impaired at Franklin Elementary School, 
Missoula, directs the Montana Sign Weavers. The group consists of seven pupils 
from Missoula District 1 Speech and Hearing Impaired Program and one from the 
Montana State School for the Deaf and Blind, Great Falls. They range in age from 
6 to 14.
They will participate in workshops, demonstrations and exhibitions at the Kennedy 
Center, and will meet with the Montana congressional delegation. The festival will 
open with a program featuring Ronnie Milsap, Tammy Wynette, the Alvin Ailey Repertory 
Ensemble and other artists.
The members of the Montana Sign Weavers are Amy Beck, Jason Bigelow, Caressa 
Lansing, Jennifer McKay, Haua Moua, Amanda Peone and T.J. Stetler, all of Missoula, 
and Steven Cather, Great Falls.
The children will be accompanied to Washington by Blomgren; Ruth Skaggs, teacher's 
aide at Franklin School; and Nancy BrooksSchmitz, associate professor of drama/dance 
at the University of Montana and coordinator of the Montana Very Special Arts 
Festival program.
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